
 

ASHFIELD PIRATES FC 

CODE OF CONDUCT 

“The Pirates Way” 

Ashfield Pirates FC is a community club built on respect, enjoyment, safety and inclusion. By 
registering, participating, or attending any Ashfield Pirates FC activity, all members, parents, 
volunteers and spectators agree to uphold the following Codes of Conduct. 

 

PLAYERS CODE OF CONDUCT 

1. Always play by the rules. 
2. Never argue with coaches, players or officials. If you disagree with a decision, allow 

your coach or manager to address it on your behalf. 
3. Control your temper. Verbal abuse of officials, sledging, deliberately distracting or 

provoking opponents is not acceptable and will not be tolerated at Ashfield Pirates 
FC. 

4. Work equally hard for yourself and your team. Your effort benefits both you and your 
teammates. 

5. Be a good sport and recognise good play by all players, including the opposition. 
6. Treat all participants as you would like to be treated. Bullying, intimidation or taking 

unfair advantage of others is not acceptable. 
7. Cooperate with your coach and teammates. Without them, there is no team. 
8. Participate for your own enjoyment and development, not just to please parents or 

coaches. 
9. Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all participants regardless of gender, ability, 

cultural background or religion. 

 



PARENTS CODE OF CONDUCT 

1. Remember that children participate in sport for their enjoyment, not yours. 
2. Encourage participation, but do not force it. 
3. Focus on effort, improvement and enjoyment rather than results. 
4. Encourage children to play by the rules and resolve disagreements without hostility or 

violence. 
5. Never ridicule, yell at or embarrass a child for making a mistake or losing a game. 
6. Remember, children, learn best by example, always show respect and sportsmanship. 
7. Support all efforts to eliminate verbal and physical abuse from football. 
8. Respect the decisions of referees and officials and teach children to do the same. 
9. Show appreciation for coaches, volunteers, referees and administrators; without them, 

football cannot happen. 
10. Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every participant regardless of gender, ability, 

cultural background or religion. 

 

SPECTATOR CODE OF CONDUCT 

1. Remember that players participate for their enjoyment and development, not for 
spectator entertainment. 

2. Applaud good performances and efforts from all players, regardless of the result. 
3. Always respect the decisions of referees and officials. 
4. Never ridicule or scold a player for making a mistake; positive support is essential. 
5. Condemn and do not engage in violence, intimidation or aggression of any kind. 
6. Encourage players to follow the rules and respect officials’ decisions. 
7. Do not use foul language, sledge, threaten or harass players, coaches, officials or 

other spectators. 
8. Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all participants regardless of gender, ability, 

cultural background or religion. 

 

VOLUNTEERS CODE OF CONDUCT 

(Coaches, Managers & Club Officials) 

Ashfield Pirates FC volunteers are leaders, mentors and role models. The way volunteers 
conduct themselves sets the tone for the entire club. 

1. Always place the safety, well-being and enjoyment of players above all else. 
2. Treat all players fairly and equally, regardless of ability, background or personal 

relationship. 
3. Never engage in or tolerate verbal abuse, intimidation, bullying or aggressive 

behaviour. 
4. Respect referees, officials, opposition players, coaches and clubs always. 
5. Teach players to play by the rules and to respect decisions, even when they disagree. 



6. Communicate with players, parents and officials in a calm, respectful and constructive 
manner. 

7. Never physically discipline or intimidate a player under any circumstances. 
8. Foster an inclusive, positive and supportive environment aligned with the Pirates’ 

values. 
9. Follow all Ashfield Pirates FC policies, Football Canterbury and Football NSW 

regulations. 
10. Remember that you are always representing Ashfield Pirates FC, your behaviour 

reflects the club. 

 

ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY 

Ashfield Pirates FC has a Zero Tolerance approach to abuse, intimidation, harassment or 
aggressive behaviour. 

 Players, parents, volunteers, or spectators who breach this Code may be removed 
from the ground, suspended, or deregistered. 

 Serious breaches may be referred to Football Canterbury, Football NSW or relevant 
authorities. 

 


